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whereby the issues between socialism and individualism can be resolved, 
should gain for him full credit for open-mindedness in regard to many 
political problems of chief and most immediate importance. 

The slip — "John Hobbes" (page 29) — is quite uncharacteristic of 
the author. 

F. W. Coker. 

Ohio State University. 

The Metaphysical Theory of the State: A Criticism. By L. T. 
Hobhotjse, D.Lit., Martin White Professor of Sociology in 
the University of London. (London: George Allen and 
Unwin, Ltd.; New York: The Macmillan Company. 1918. 
Pp. 156.) 

This volume, the substance of which was given in a course of lec- 
tures at the London School of Economics in the autumn of 1917, con- 
tains doubtless the most acute and thorough-going criticism of the 
Hegelian theory of the state that the great war has called forth. The 
author, in the dedication to his son, who was a lieutenant in the Brit- 
ish air service, lamenting the disabilities of middle age which prevent 
him from meeting the enemy's Gothas in the air, devotes himself, by 
the tools and weapons which he can best use, to the same task of "mak- 
ing the world safe for democracy." "In the bombing of London," 
he says, "I had just witnessed the visible and tangible outcome of a 
false and wicked doctrine, the foundations of which lay, as I believe, 
in' the book before me. " 

It is not Hegel, or his German disciples alone, however, who are the 
objects of his penetrating criticism and attack. A considerable por- 
tion of the book is a critique of Bosanquet's work, and particularly of 
his Philosophical Theory of the State, in which is found perhaps the most 
clear and forceful presentation of the contemporary English version 
of Hegelian idealism. Bosanquet, it may be remarked, is about the 
only English idealist who has ventured publicly to reiterate his ad- 
herence to a theory which has acquired such general opprobrium. In 
his work on Social and International Ideals which appeared in 1917 his 
doctrines are repeated in essentially unmodified form. These prin- 
ciples with all their implications are severely handled by the author. 

The connection between Hegelian political theory and the irrespon- 
sible and unrestrained state action of the German government in recent 
years has been frequently pointed out, and is too obvious to be ques- 
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tioned. But the student of the history of political theories recalls 
numerous instances of the misuse of political doctrines to justify ques- 
tionable political conduct. The social compact idea was a weapon at 
different periods in the hands of both the adherents of popular govern- 
ment and of monarchical absolutism. In the heat and passion of the 
present moment we are perhaps apt to forget that Hegel and Fichte 
wrote for a generation and for a nation which needed above all else the 
strengthening of the sentiment of patriotism. That their ideas have 
been transmuted through Treitschkean and Bernhardian influence 
into the theoretical justification of the militaristic imperialism of con- 
temporary Germany is merely another illustration of the protean forms 
that any political theory is capable of assuming. Hobhouse, himself, 
though denouncing Hegel's doctrine as "false and wicked," admits 
that in the hands of T. H. Green it has been " transmuted into a phi- 
losophy of social idealism, a variant which has a value of its own;" 
while Karl Marx, working from the same Hegelian basis, developed a 
theory of internationalism. 

The Hegelian theory was doubtless a reaction against the excesses 
of the humanitarian and individualistic theories of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. To these Hobhouse would in essential respects return. While 
his criticism of Hegelian idealism is convincing, he offers no substantial 
constructive assistance toward the formulation of a new theory of the 
state which would meet the conditions of the age in which we now five. 

Walter James Shepard. 

University of Missouri. 

The Moral and Political Philosophy of John Locke. By Steeling 
Power Lamprecht. (New York: Columbia University Press. 
1918. Pp. 164.) 

This excellent monograph will be welcomed by all serious students 
of John Locke, for though Locke's chief contributions to thought were 
in the realm of epistemology, he occupied an important place in the 
development of English ethical and political theory, and surprisingly 
little attention has been given by previous writers to this part of his 
work. Dr. Lamprecht has not only presented these aspects of Locke's 
philosophy clearly, critically and fairly; he has also placed them in 
their proper historical setting by so much exposition as was needful of 
the views of his predecessors and contemporaries. In Locke's ethics 
Dr. Lamprecht finds a rationalistic and a hedonistic tendency, while 



